
                                                 Nakhon Sawan, 
4th of February 2012 

 

Dear supporters, dear friends, 
 

With this letter I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude 
for the generous support OMF Thailand has received during 
the flood crisis of the past months! 
  
From September to early December 2011 large parts of first 
Central Thailand and later on also Bangkok have been hit by 
the worst floods in 50 years. 
 

Your generous donations have enabled our personnel to be 
involved in a variety of relief efforts. Thank you! 
 

In an initial stage there were the immediate needs for drinking 
water, food and shelter. OMF workers together with Thai 
partners have been able to distribute thousands of relief 
packages and a lot of drinking water. We have been able to 
purchase a number of boats to deliver goods to otherwise 
inaccessible areas. Along with all the practical help Gospel 
literature was also shared and evacuees emotionally 
encouraged through various programs.  
 

Once the water started to recede, the task of cleaning-up and 
reconstruction was immense: cleaning mud and destroyed 
furniture out of homes, repairing doors, painting walls etc. 
Together with local partners OMF has initiated a wide variety 
of efforts like reconstruction of homes and some public 
facilities (e.g. a poor rural school), cleaning out of blocked 
drainage systems, providing seeds to rice farmers who have 
lost their crop and so on. In addition to that we are also in the 
process of improving possible future crisis response (e.g. 
supply of boats or installation of water filter systems). 

Similar to the initial emergency flood relief with food and 
water these things can be accomplished quite rapidly if there 
are funds available and trusted people on the ground to carry 
things out. 
 

The task of helping people retrieve their source of income is 
more challenging. An example might illustrate this: An OMF 
worker and a Thai pastor have been working with a severely 
affected village in NakhonSawan. After the initial phase of 
emergency relief the needs of the community were assessed 
together with the village headman. To the question: ăwho 



needs what help to be able to retrieve their source of income?ò 
the village headman gave an answer which also confirmed 
previous experiences: ăWith the exception of one disabled lady 
everyone can get back to their feet without much help - except 
for a good number of people  with whom whatever help would 
just be turned into alcohol or be lost in gambling.ò 
 

This was a sobering statement and reminds us that often 
development efforts bear very limited long-term fruit where it 
does not go hand in hand with a change of heart of the people 
involved.  
 

For me personally this confirmed the need to help people 
holistically, both materially and spiritually.  I am overjoyed 
that so many have offered material help as seen in your 
sacrificial giving for flood relief.  I am pleased that Thai 
Christians have been responding to this crisis holistically by 
giving more than material help but also offering Christ.   
 

The waters of the flood are gone but the deep spiritual need 
remains.  This challenges me deeply because the spiritual 
issues affect people today and forever. 
 

OMF Thailand continues to be involved in addressing these 
deep spiritual needs of Thai people lost without Christ.  
 

Many of you might have seen some of the video clips informing 
about the flood situation. OMF has also produced some video 
clips which give good insights into the spiritual needs of the 
Thai people and some aspect of ministry: 

�x�� The people´s Buddhism: http://vimeo.com/13676845 
�x�� Overcoming Karma: http://vimeo.com/13642498 
�x�� A Change of Heartland: http://vimeo.com/13641902 
�x�� A perfect Match: http://vimeo.com/12421639 
 

In a wide variety of ministries we seek to serve the Thai people 
holistically. We have a number of projects towards that end 
(e.g. "P68207 - New Church Plants"). Information on these is 
available at OMF offices in your country (see: www.omf.org ). 
Alternatively you might also contact OMF Thailand directly at 
www.omf.org/thailand 
 
Thank you for prayers and support for the Thai people. 
May the Lord bless you richly in your walk with Him. 
 
On behalf of OMF Thailand, 
 
 
 
 
Ulrich Kohler 


