The Teger i the Painted Screen

By Miriam Davis

I have a friend in the UK who intends to move
to Japan when her husband retires. As a result,
she is currently zealously studying Japanese. One
day she phoned and excitedly shared what she
had been learning from a Japanese friend. “Do
you know the Ikkyu stories?” she asked. I was
ashamed to admit that I didn’t, especially when I
subsequently discovered they are familiar to
every Japanese child. Therefore I was very
interested this past December to read the Daily
Yominri column “Musings” (Henshu Techo). In
relation to the request from Jinja Honcho
(Association of Shinto Shrines) that shrines
refrain from allowing online worship because
divine spirits do not exist on the internet, it
quoted a poem written by Ikkyu, a legendary
Zen-Buddhist monk who lived from 1394-1481.

Here is just one of the famous stories about
Ikkyu taken from Terebi Karaa Ebon Dai 45 Kan.
Ikkyu’s famed wit has reached the ears of the
local lord who decides to give Ikkyu a test. He
calls Ikkyu to the castle and commands him to
tie up the tiger in a painted folding screen. Read
on to see how lkkyu deals with this impossible
demand.
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Vocabulary:
[ES) oh, well
zH you
el VA5 quick witted
0x o5 a folding screen
&b a tiger
L5 to tie up
BB oh, dear!
BLEIISA the head priest

HKHINZ L E L72 certainly (my Lord)

FU UL tightly

IIbEX a headband

R splendidly; completely
w5 to become violent
BV to chase out (of)
VAR the lord

%) to be perplexed
RAHIFEE really; indeed
IR good; clever
bHolEn Well done

X an order; request
AR a Zen priest

B EA a Buddhist priest
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