A Light on the Cross — Seika 397

By Miriam Davis
Adapted from: http://promises.cool.ne.jp/There's_a light on the cross.html

It was September 1% 1923. The ground of
Meiji Gakuin in Tokyo was packed with
survivors of the Great Tokyo earthquake in
which 142,000 people lost their lives and
countless more their homes and livelihood.
As darkness fell mosquito nets and candles
were distributed. Missionary JV Martin, by
chance in Tokyo at the time, went to the aid of
the survivors. As the candles were lit, the tiny
flickering flames seemed to him to form the
shape of a cross piercing the blackness of the
night and people’s despair. There and then he
put pen to paper and composed ‘There’s a
light on the cross’ which was later translated
into Japanese as Seika 397. The words
continue to inspire many with courage and
comfort in times of trial and testing. Only the
first line of each of the 3 verses is different as
the remaining 3 lines are repeated each time.
So take a few minutes to understand this
easy Japanese hymn. A simple English
translation is below.
1.

Hégﬂﬁwifbdllﬁt
E%E&
BHLTELLES, TO+F

MR

(XHEITY

i\

BOELTHEIL-HIZ BHET
Mf=®IZ

)IHZ

Sy

B 32 B f Lw3Ln
BENBHICIST GHE+FR

mAte

(X 3% 1Y

Look! You peoples who live in distant
countries and over the seas
The unchanging Lord who brings comfort, His
Cross is brightly shining
He brings comfort to you, He brings comfort
to me
Standing on the swaying ground, still the
cross is brightly shining
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Water is overflowing, fires are burning. Death
stretches out its hand and waits.
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If you look up you will not be afraid. There is
no grief, and sin disappears.
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Vocabulary

W3z where (&£2)
NIEIZT—4%%1FD  to barely escape death
LGS mosquito nets
’XKE sufferers, victims
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